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The substance of this book is the author’s doctoral dissertation at Dallas Seminary. That 
the work of a former student is granted the laurel of publication is gratifying to both the 
graduate student and his doctoral committee. 
 This rather impressive volume can be read on at least three levels. First, on the 
highest academic level it should be viewed as a work that addresses the ongoing, often 
heated controversy about the relationship between Calvin and later expressions of 
Reformed thought (chaps. 1 and 4). Did later Calvin differ from later expressions of 
Reformed thought? Was Calvin a Calvinist? Did later Calvinists depart from the warmth 
and piety of their mentor for the more creedalistic, rationalistic approach of so-called 
“orthodox scholasticism”? Gleason’s answer to this first level of inquiry demonstrates 
essential continuity between Calvin and Owen, while accounting for differences in 
circumstance and context. Gleason writes within a growing tradition of scholarship that 
argues that Calvin was indeed a Calvinist. 
 Second, the work may be read as an examination of the thought of two men (one 
French and the other English) on the doctrine of sanctification, highlighting their 
essential differences and, more importantly, their similarities (chaps. 2 and 3). In this 
sense the book serves as a lens through which to examine the broader issue of dealing 
with indwelling sin in the believer, an important issue for all believers. 
 Third, the book can be read as an insightful, carefully worded summary of the 
thought of John Owen, one of the greatest of all the Puritans, on one of their central 
concerns, the spiritual life (chap. 3). At this level alone the book is worth considerable 
investment, because no Christian writer has thought so intensely, realistically, or 
biblically as Owen about the issues of the spiritual life, particularly the details of dealing 
with sin in the believer’s life. The literature of the twentieth century often appears 
superficial or worse when compared with the depth of insight of this seventeenth-century 
leader. 
 Pastors, teachers, and concerned laity are urged to read Gleason’s work to find a 
richness that may well prompt them to read further in Owen’s writings. Gleason is to be 
commended for providing a concise, well-written volume on a vitally important topic. 
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