
INDWELLING SIN 
Outline by James Houston 

In his abridged paraphrase, Sin and Temptation 
 
 

I. The Nature of Indwelling Sin 
 
1. Sin indwells all believers 

a. Indwelling sin is a law 
• The key text of this subject 
• The Law of Sin 
 

b. Believers must personally discover indwelling sin 
c. Believers find this law is present in them when they “would do 

good.” 
d. Observe the state and activity of indwelling sin in believers. 

• Dynamics of obedience 
• Wisdom to know what destroys hearts 
• The challenge of a constant enemy within us 

 
2. It is a law within our hearts 
3. We never finish dealing with it, even as Christians 
 

II. The Power of Indwelling Sin 
 

1. Sin is enmity toward God. 
2. It is aversion of God, and it is opposed to anything we do for Him. 
3. A humble walk before God is necessary. 
 

III. The Deceit of Indwelling Sin 
 

1. Sin proceeds in temptation by steps 
2. The first step of temptation is to deceive the mind. 
3. Meditation and prayer weaken deceit, but sin seeks to divert believers 

from these duties. 
 

IV. The Enticement of Indwelling Sin 
 

1. The second step of temptation is to entice the emotions. 
2. We must guard our affections by mortifying sin and fixing our affections 

on the cross of Christ 
 

V. The Conception of Indwelling Sin 
 

1. The third step of temptation is to conceive sin in the will. 



2. Sin uses the deception of the mind and the enticement of the emotions to 
accomplish this conception. 

3. God acts to prevent the fruition of sin by His providence and grace. 
 

VI. The Effects of Indwelling Sin 
1. Sin invades all believers. 
2. It attempts to cause gradual moral decline among them. 
3. It resists all efforts of the law to stop this decline. 


